
Like us on Facebook
and please share this 
newsletter.

Watt’s Happening
Peace Energy Renewable Energy Cooperative

1204-103rd Ave., Dawson Creek, BC  V1G 2G9

admin@peaceenergy.ca     ph: 250-782-3882
www.peaceenergy.ca

   MEMBERS’
 NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 2023

President’s Message:
The Peace River Energy Project is poised to launch!

Sincerely,
Joanne Dueck, your proud 

President of the Board

Greetings on behalf of your 
Board of Directors! It is my 
sincere pleasure to address you 

all on behalf of our Peace Energy 
Cooperative Staff, Board of Directors, 
and Members.
 From observations and 
questions I’ve heard from our Members 
and Directors, I know that our current 
plans for large-scale work in Alberta is 
on the minds of many of us. In spite 
of the very unexpected and shocking 
moratorium on renewable energy 
project approvals in Alberta, your solar 
farm, the Peace River Energy Project 
(PREP), is poised to launch early next 
year. This is the culmination of three 
years of hard work by your Board and 
Staff, and promises to revolutionize 
Peace Energy Co-op’s financial 
prosperity for decades to come. 
 An opportunity for our 
members to invest in this project will 
soon be announced. Together, we 
can make Western Canada’s very first 
cooperatively owned and operated 
utility-scale solar farm an historic 
reality!

 As you all might be aware 
involvement in Peace Energy 
Cooperative has been a family affair 
for the Duecks! Greg and I have 
been passionate supporters of many 
local endeavors and always wish to 
see nature, animals and people prevail 
and thrive. Whether like us, you’ve 
been part of Peace Energy Cooperative 
since its inception, or you are now 
joining the Cooperative as we set to 
embark on some of our most pivotal 
and constructive changes to date, I 
applaud you and us all!
 To further these sentiments, I 
would like to point out that serving on 
your Board of Directors has been a most-
fulfilling honour. I have served two 
consecutive three-year terms, so now I 
must step down, but will continue to 
participate with involvement in several 
PEC committees.
 Merry Christmas and all the 
very best wishes for an exciting and 
prosperous 2024!
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Major milestones 
achieved this year:

In early 2023 a Seed Investment Round raised $189,000 
from a select group of close PEC members. This allowed 
us to complete these critical next steps:

Preliminary Engineering and Design:
•	 Project	site	layout
•	 Solar	technology	comparisons
•	 Energy	yield	analysis
•	 Capital	cost	estimate

Regulatory Studies and Requirements:
•	 Noise	impact	assessment
•	 Glare	hazard	analysis
•	 Wildlife	impact	study
•	 Stakeholder	engagement
•	 Emergency	response	plan
•	 Reclamation	plan

As well as:
•	 Phase 1 Interconnection Study with ATCO
•	 Development	Permit	from	MD	of	Peace	No.	135
•	 Project financial model development
•	 Open House & community engagement

We had planned to submit our Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) application in early August but the 
Alberta Government blind sided us with a moratorium 
on approvals of new renewable energy projects as of 
August 3, ending on Feb. 29, 2024.
	 New	interim	requirements	were	announced	
September 4, 2023 and we were able to meet these with 
minimal time and expense. 

PREP’s complete AUC Application was officially filed 
on November 15, 2023. We expect quick approval as 
soon as the moratorium is lifted March 1, 2024.

Also achieved in the last few months:
•	 Project Investment Partnership with Peace Green 

Energy culminating in the incorporation of Peace 
River Energy Project Inc. (see Media Release pg 4)

•	 Membership with Canadian Worker Cooperative 
Federation to allow investment in PREP to be 
RRSP/TFSA eligible

Currently In Progress:
•	 Phase 2 detailed Interconnection Study with ATCO
•	 Proceeding with detailed engineering and design
•	 Finalizing the investment documents and digital 

system to allow member investment in PREP
•	 As a member you will be notified when the PREP 

investment opportunity is launched, planned for 
January, 2024. Watch your email!

•	 Meanwhile, we will be holding investment 
webinars to which you will be invited. For a detailed 
overview of the very latest on the PREP project, 
watch this video: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1yYKnXPaf6m6920w3Gs-Fqn1ei5SQyhJD/view

UPDATE

PREP Open House, Peace River, AB May 4, 2023

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYKnXPaf6m6920w3Gs-Fqn1ei5SQyhJD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYKnXPaf6m6920w3Gs-Fqn1ei5SQyhJD/view
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Peace River Energy Project: A cooperatively-owned, grid-tied utility-scale solar farm in the Peace River Region 
of Alberta slated for construction in 2024.

•	 Western Canada’s first cooperatively financed, owned & operated utility-scale solar farm, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and providing pollution-free energy to the local grid.

•	 Local job creation and economic diversification in the green energy sector. Our priority is local hiring and 
local training.

•	 Community participation and pride through local ownership of renewable energy infrastructure.
•	 Sustainable agricultural practices that honour the water, land and biodiversity, generally referred to as 

“agrivoltaics” are prioritized and integrated within the facility.
•	 A financial return on investments is expected.
•	 PREP will be the first of many. It will create a template for other community-owned utility-scale renewable 

energy projects.

TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
•	 Location:	Northwest	Alberta	one	kilometer	west	of	the	Town	of	Peace	River	on	private	agricultural	grazing	

land.	25-year	land	lease	with	first	right	to	extend	is	secured.
•	 Technology: Utility grid-tied single-axis tracking solar PV.
•	 Revenue Strategy: power sold into the free market grid and renewable attributes sold on secondary market.
•	 Approx size: 4.99 Megawatts (MW ac); ~12,000 solar modules
•	 Generating:	~10	GWh/yr	avoiding	~5,000	tonnes	CO2e	per	year,	powering	the	equivalent	of	~	1,200	

homes per year
•	 Surface area:	~15	hectares	(37	acres)	of	land
•	 Approx. cost: $11 million
•	 Scheduled build date: estimated start of construction - spring 2024, operational date - winter 2024
•	 Jobs:	~50	direct	and	indirect	during	8	month	construction,	3-5	permanent
•	 Operational lifetime:	35	years	
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PREP INC. Media Release

Peace River, Alberta -- A new partnership between a 
local Peace River, Alberta investment group and a local 
renewable energy cooperative has moved their plans for 
a multi-million dollar solar power project one step closer.
 Peace Green Energy (PGE) based in Peace 
River, Alberta and Peace Energy Renewable Energy 
Cooperative (PEC) based in Dawson Creek, British 
Columbia have created a new company, Peace River 
Energy Project Inc. (PREP Inc.) to move forward their 
almost shovel-ready solar farm, the Peace River Energy 
Project (PREP), to be located near the town of Peace 
River.
 Five megawatts in size, PREP will be western 
Canada’s first cooperatively owned and operated utility-
scale solar farm, funded entirely by Peace Energy Co-op 
and community members. 
 “I am thrilled we are able to announce that this 
agreement is now in place, which has been in the works 
for many months,” says Adam Mildenberger, president 

of PREP Inc. after their first board of directors meeting 
held in Peace River September 13. “This partnership is 
a big step forward for local renewable energy and I can’t 
wait to see what the future holds.”
 PEC was western Canada’s first renewable energy 
cooperative and has a long track record of successful 
wind and solar energy projects. PEC is an investment 
cooperative, raising capital from it’s members to invest in 
for-profit renewable energy projects. 
 “Raising community capital and bringing like-
minded people together are the keys to realizing our 
renewable energy ambitions in the Peace Region,” says 
PEC president Joanne Dueck. “This new partnership 
secures a critical group of member/investors for both the 
Peace River Energy Project and our future clean energy 
projects in the Peace. We are thrilled and eager to move 
forward with our new partners!”

MEDIA RELEASE
September 19, 2023

New investment partnership brings community-owned solar one step closer.

The first board meeting of the new corporation Peace River 
Energy Project Inc. was held September 13 in the town of 
Peace River, Alberta, bringing the Peace River Energy 
Project, western Canada’s first cooperatively owned utility-
scale solar farm, one step closer to reality. 

Left to right are: Stephen Mckay (Secretary); Keith Anderson 
(Treasurer); Greg Dueck (Vice President); and Adam 
Mildenberger (President).
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Peace Energy Co-op Virtual AGM 2024: 
Thursday April 18, 2024 (time to be announced) 
Please mark this date in your calendar. 
We need your input, now more than ever!

Important info for members:
LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY: Add someone special as a joint Peace Energy Co-op member to continue your 
legacy and beliefs for future generations. Contact me to find out how!

KEEP YOUR MEMBER INFO CURRENT! We sometimes have to send members important documents, 
announcement and cheques! Please make sure your email, mailing address, and phone numbers are up-to-date. (Your 
contact info is very important and will never be used by or shared with anyone else without your consent.)

A PEACE ENERGY CO-OP MEMBERSHIP MAKES A GREAT GIFT: Purchasing a gift membership 
just got easier with our online membership application, https://peaceenergy.ca/online-membership-application/

We are about to launch a share offering to all members 
to raise the capital needed to build the Peace River Energy Project 
(PREP) in 2024. 

This is historic! The first cooperatively owned and operated 
utility-scale solar farm in western Canada, and a serious positive shift 
in your Co-op’s financial position!
 Years of hard work and dedication from your Board, staff and 
contractors have brought us to this critical turning point in Peace 
Energy Co-op’s 20-year history.

Office Administrator’s Report

We are entering a new phase...
•	 PEC’s business is moving to an exciting, larger and more diversified phase of it’s operation. 

•	 With our Peace River Energy Project we are expanding our operations to include electricity 
production on a commercial scale. Our goal is to be more profitable for our members.

Tammy Lawrence
Office Administrator

Please plan to attend our 2024 AGM in April: we need your questions, 
guidance, input and support during these exciting times!
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Directors do what?

New Directors needed: one now and two in 2024

THIS IS IMPORTANT WORK! During this era of the world’s 
rapid clean energy transition, it’s exciting to be a director of a 
renewable energy cooperative that is actually doing something 
concrete to address the climate crisis. But what exactly does a 
director do?

WE ARE A WORKING BOARD (but we have fun too!)
As a Director, you help make financial decisions and set overall 
goals and directions for the Cooperative. Some Directors take 
on research projects, join committees or other helpful activities 
that they are interested in or that may be required from time 
to time. Board meetings are held via Zoom one evening per 
month, supplemented with occasional in-person meetings for 
special visioning and board development sessions.

As a Director you must keep an eye on your email. Sometimes 
Board discussions and important votes are held on-line between 
official board meetings. 

Volunteer 3-year terms: Directors serve on a volunteer basis 
for a 3-year term. Directors can serve for two consecutive terms 
but then must step down for a term before putting their name 
forward for re-election. That means the terms for some Directors 
expire and a new member must step forward to take their place 
and stand for election. Also, some directors step down out of 
necessity, other commitments, etc., so there are sometimes 
vacancies that need to be filled through board appointments 
between AGM elections.

Become a director. Join our Peace Energy Co-op Team!

Office Administrator’s Report

      WE NEED:
•	 Financial expertise
•	 Regulatory & Legal expertise
•	 Project Design, Construction experience
•	 Power & Energy Industry experience
•	 Sales & Marketing
•	 Cooperative Association Governance
•	 Technology & Innovation expertise

If you are passionate 
   about the need to address climate change, 
   about the cooperative ethical approach to business.
 
If you enjoy working in a team environment 
 with like minded folks, 

      Please put your name forward! 

There is one director’s position available immediately 
and needing to be filled, and two more next year 
with 3-year terms starting at the AGM in April. 
 Our president Joanne Dueck and vice 
president Bill Lindsay are reluctantly stepping 
down as required by the Co-op act, because they 
have served their two 3-year terms. Happily their 
expertise will still be available as they both intend to 
serve on committees.
 Watch for nominations opening in March 
2024. If you are interested put your name forward to 
volunteer	as	a	director	now	or	in	the	New	Year.	Call	
me	(Tammy)	to	find	out	more	at	250-782-3882,	or	
email admin@peaceenergy.ca.
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Some of our new SOLAR INSTALLATIONS:

Solar Sales Report

17 kWdc optimized string inverter system near Pouce 
Coupe, BC, installed on both east and west facing roof 
slopes for a Net Zero system.

Solar Sales Report: over 1 million watts installed!
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Once again Peace Energy Co-op has worked with our partner companies to install a lot 
of solar across the BC and Alberta Peace Regions and perform maintenance on off-grid 
as well as grid-tie systems. Solar sales have been roughly the same as last year’s.

 From our office in Dawson Creek I continue to educate about solar and renewables 
overall as well as evaluate and design solar systems as a consultant. I design custom solar power 
systems, order top notch equipment, and have one of our experienced solar electricians install the systems: a complete 
service.
  I have also been supporting the Peace River Energy Project (PREP) committee to keep moving things forward 
on our community solar investment project. We have been hitting some very exciting milestones, and are still working 
towards fund raising and construction through 2024.
		 The	$5000	Canada Greener Homes Grant and the $40,000 interest free Canada Greener Homes Loan have 
both inspired lots of folks to inquire at our office about solar. Many have taken advantage of these programs, especially 
the	$5000	grant.	Solar	makes	great	economic	sense	without	a	grant,	but	with	it,	solar	for	your	home	is	a	no-brainer!
 Unfortunately, through the grape vine we have heard that applications for these federal grants may be phased 
out as soon as this spring! So if you are considering solar for your home, now is the time to apply for the grants and 
build your project as quickly as possible!
 A great way to start your home solar project is to fill in our free ‘Solar Consultation Request’ located on the 
right side of our home page (https://peaceenergy.ca/). We’ll call you and start the solar ball rolling!

Greg Dueck, PEC Solar Consultant

Above: Peace River house 5 kWdc (microinverters) This 
solar system will maximize the Canada Greener Homes 
Grant rebate and reduce the power bill while leaving 
room for a future Phase 2 addition to the system. 
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New Peace Country SOLAR INSTALLS by PEACE ENERGY CO-OP

Right: Chetwynd Phase One 5 kWdc 
(microinverters) – This Phase One 

has been sized to take full advantage 
of the Canada Greener Homes Grant 

program for a $5,600 rebate with 
future phases planned to displace 

even more power.

Fort St John house and shed 7.3 
kWdc (microinverters) – Phase 1 
solar system to take advantage of the 
Canada Greener Homes Grant and 
reduce power bills.

Left: Peace River, AB ground mount 
beside Quonset building 13.4 kWdc 
- optimized string inverter. This 
ground mounted PV array using 
bifacial solar panels is seeing excellent 
bonus power production from 
reflected light off the building behind 
it. The inverter is designed to provide 
backup power for the shop and home 
directly from the solar array during 
grid failure.
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New Peace Country SOLAR INSTALLS by PEACE ENERGY CO-OP
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Left: Dawson Creek Solar Pergola 5.3 kWdc (optimized 
string inverter). A unique and beautiful new outdoor 
living space Pergola for this family to enjoy, along with 2 
other PV arrays on their garage and shed for a Net Zero 
solar system.

Left: Farmington Pergola 5.6kWdc (optimized string inverter) A 
wonderful outdoor living and working space added to this rural home 
for increased enjoyment of the property, reduced power bills and overall 
increase to property value with this solar investment.

Right: Kilkerran 36 kw on two large 
ground mounts. Net Zero. 

Dawson Creek garage 7.7kWdc  (optimized string 
inverter)– System designed to take advantage of the 
Canada Greener Homes Grant and work towards a Net 
Zero goal.

Fort St. John garage 5.7 kWdc  (optimized string 
inverter)– A new building added to this property 
with the roof specifically designed for a solar array to 
maximize solar energy output.
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EV news

EV Chargers on the Alaska Highway:
   An historic beginning...

PEC Director 
Ernie Freeman, 
Fort St. John

Left to right are: Heidi 
Avanthay (local EV 
enthusiast and Tesla 
driver), Ernie Freeman 
(Director Peace Energy 
Co-op), Stephanie 
Lorentz and Ethan Wood 
(Area managers Roads, 
Peace District, Ministry 
of Transportation and 
Infrastructure) Photos by 
Bill Lindsay, Director Peace 
Energy Co-op.

It was ice fog and winter coats at 
mile 80 of the Alaska Highway 
as the ribbon was cut. And so the 

first EV charging site on the historic 
highway was commissioned.
 Peace Energy Co-op directors 
Bill Lindsay and Ernie Freeman were 
in attendance hosting the event. 
As Freeman pointed out, “This is 
another historic occasion on a very 
historic highway. Construction was 
launched by the US Army 81 years 

and 8 months ago, with construction 
completed in just nine amazing 
months.	Now	we	are	here	to	witness	
another historic moment: the 
beginning of the electrification of this 
vital highway link.”
	 The	stopping	site	at	mile	73	
features three electric vehicle (EV) 
chargers:	two	level-3	50	kilowatt	
(kW) fast chargers and one level-2 
7.2	kW	charger.	These	will	charge	
any EV and are free to use. They 

do not require a card or network 
membership.
 The FLO chargers are made 
in	Quebec	and	are	known	for	their	
rugged reliability.
 The chargers were paid for 
by the provincial government as part 
of their province-wide EV charging 
network that now has over 3,800 
chargers across the province. BC is 
known as a leader in EV adoption in 
Canada.
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