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Will COP be a Flop?

“Last best chance to save our planet”
Can you see the
atmosphere in this
photo of the Earth
from space? No you
can’t, because in
relative thickness,
it is like the skin of
an apple: thin! And
fragile. Yet it keeps
everything on Earth
alive and thriving,
and has done so for
billions of years.

W

ell, of course the planet is just fine. It has
been through far worse than this and come
out smiling. If the dinosaurs had not been
wiped out by a giant meteorite impact, mammals would
probably not have taken over, and so we, this brilliant
but troublesome creature, would not be here at all. The
planet can take care of itself.
The issue at hand with climate change is
not about saving the planet, it’s about saving human
civilization as we have come to know it: a high-tech
global civilization supporting some eight or nine billion
humans.

To survive the
climate crisis, we
must put the needs
of our spaceship
Earth ahead of our
own, but this will be
no hardship. In fact,
it will usher in a
new era of economic
prosperity and
human well being
that until now has
been only imagined.
At last we may be
poised to do it.

The trouble with COP is that we have had 25
meetings already, yet global carbon pollution has not
gone down at all. In fact, it is rising, and rising fast.
Words, it seems, are not actions.

WE CAN’T AFFORD NOT TO DO IT
When you have a true global emergency, you don’t go
check your budget to see if you can afford to fix it. If
your house is burning you don’t call your accountant.
Look at the Covid-19 pandemic. Trillions
were spent, budgets were blown away and people

dramatically changed their behavior, their lifestyles,
and even shifted their values. Immediately. We know
we can do it if we need to, because we just did.
But unlike a pandemic, beating climate change
will be filled with jobs and real benefits to everyone on
Earth far into the future.
But is it possible to completely rebuild our
entire energy industry quickly? Of course it is. No new
technology is needed to shift the world to 100% solar,
wind, geothermal, green hydrogen, advanced storage
and other low-carbon renewable energy sources. And
the benefits will be huge: immense
job creation, a cleaner, safer,
healthier environment now and for
countless generations to come.
Sure, this is an immense
undertaking, but the huge global
energy network we have today
was designed and built over the
last handful of decades, wasn’t
it? Oh, so now we can’t rebuild it
better? Nonsense. In fact, we have
already begun. We just need to
pick up the pace by a factor of ten
or so.

NOT JUST
TREE HUGGERS
And it’s not just tree huggers
saying these crazy things now.
In a recent interview, Calgary’s
new mayor, Jyoti Gondek, urged
Calgarians to “move past” oil
and gas, saying that Calgary must
“show the world that by using
innovation and technology, we
can come up with greener, cleaner,
sustainable solutions across all of
our business sectors.”
Indeed, Alberta and now
northeast British Columbia are
perfectly positioned to become

world leaders in clean energy technologies. We have the
wind, solar, green hydrogen and geothermal resources,
the expertise and the person power to do it with. A little
bit of political will (and a stronger survival instinct!)
are all we need to get rolling.
Of course at COP 26 we can expect immensely
powerful vested interests to provide ingenious plans to
keep things just like they are. One of the silliest I have
heard is that we need the tax income from expanded
conventional energy development to finance the energy
transition. That’s like saying we will beat lung cancer
by increasing tobacco sales to finance
cancer research.

We have
achieved
great things,
but at the
cost of
destroying
our space
ship’s life
support
systems.

SPACE SHIP EARTH
It’s easy to forget, as we rush off to
work and take the kids to school,
that we live on a fragile planet
floating in the hostile environment
of outer space, with only our thin
little atmosphere protecting us from
global annihilation.
We have achieved great things,
but at the cost of destroying our space
ship’s life support systems. It is too
late for a nice comfortable “energy
transition.” Thirty years ago maybe,
but now we have waited far too long.
We must end carbon pollution now,
period.
Do we love our partners, friends,
our children and grand children?
Do we love wilderness, and all the
amazing plants and animals that
keep us alive?
If we do, we have no choice.
We are not as important as we think
we are. We must elevate the needs
of space ship Earth above our own,
because those needs, as we now
know (and perhaps have always
known), are one and the same.

