
Watt’s Happening? #208
by Don Pettit
for Peace Energy Renewable Energy Cooperative
www.peaceenergy.ca      ph 250-782-3882

Although the autumn season is looming, there is 
still time to order and have installed your own 
solar power system. 

Generating your own power with solar panels on 
the roof of your home, garage, shop, business or 
farm (or on a rack in an open space nearby) is one 
of the “greenest” things that you can do to help the 
environment and fight climate change.

WHY IS SOLAR GREEN?
It’s green because pollution-free sunlight is the fuel, 
delivered to you every day by that great nuclear 
reactor in the sky, the Sun.
 It’s green because your solar electricity is 
generated right where it is used, eliminating the usual 
20% transmission losses from huge centralized power 
stations. 
 It’s green because solar panels run for decades 

with no maintenance, because there are no moving 
parts to wear out, and no pollution or noise. I can 
personally attest to their longevity: as an early solar 
adopter, some of my home solar panels are thirty-plus 
years old and doing just fine.
 But many misconceptions are still floating 
around about solar, so I will help dispel some of these 
myths and answer some common questions.
 But first, I have to restate the need for going to 
solar, wind and geothermal energy to address what is 
now being called the climate emergency.

IT’S ELECTION TIME
With an election on the near horizon, there’s no better 
way to say what needs to be said than with the words 
of Elizabeth May, former leader of the Federal Green 
Party (and Green Party of Canada candidate for 
Saanich-Gulf Islands):

GOING SOLAR: should I?

A few of the many Peace Country resi-
dents who have gone solar: fighting 
climate change and reaping the benefits.



“I say the debate is over. We know the science. We see the threat. 
The time for action is now.” 

Arnold Schwarzenegger

“The IPCC report . . . could not have been clearer. 
UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres described 
the report as “Code Red for humanity.”
“And yet the political theatre that passes for 
democratic debate in this country remains mired in 
the trivial,” says May.

“…The skies are an eerie orange as ash rains down 
on interior towns like Armstrong. Prairie farmers 
are in dire straits as drought chokes the life out 
of their corps. Over 570 British Columbians died 
in a few short days from the heat domes, while 
floods ravage much of 
Europe and China. For 
the first time the IPCC 
has raised the credible 
threat of runaway global 
warming – of unstoppable, 
self-accelerating global 
heating.

“…This is the moment we 
must raise the alarm. The 
science is clear.”

May is not promoting the 
silly “doomism” that we 
hear about, but is rather 
making a plea for real, 
concrete action: make sure 
the party you vote for has a 
solid and fast-tracked plan 
to reduce carbon emissions 
and support the transition 
to clean, renewable energy, 
training and re-training 
the thousands of energy workers we will need for a 
rapid and effective power shift.

  CO-BENEFITS
The co-benefits of fighting global heating are real 
and many: electric vehicles are safer, faster, smarter 
and much cheaper to run than conventional vehicles 
(and yes, they really do work great in the north!); 

your personal solar power system creates power 
for less than you are probably paying right now for 
regular grid electricity, while providing a home or 
business asset with real value over the long term; 
personally consuming less and sharing more saves 
money and the environment; and finally, all of these 
steps reduce pollution and the real and on-going 
health risks we all face created by “business as 
usual.”

SOME SOLAR QUESTIONS

Should I wait for those new solar panels I have 
heard about? No. The 
solar panels being installed 
all around the world right 
now are perfected, widely 
available, come with 
excellent warranties, and 
they’re cheap. It’s not going 
to get better any time soon.

Do I need batteries? No. 
I recommend starting with 
a simple, inexpensive 
“grid-tied” solar system 
that simply feeds your 
extra power into the grid, 
building a credit on your 
regular electrical bill. The 
five kilowatt grid-tied 
array on my in-town rental 
building has completely 
eliminated the electrical 
bills there every year 
for eight years straight, 
meaning it has generated all 

the power that building needs, and a bit more. Solar 
really works!

Everybody can do their part, no matter how small, 
to help beat the climate crisis and reap the many 
benefits. If there is ever going to be a time for 
action, this is definitely it.

Everybody can 
do their part, 

no matter how 
small, to help 

beat the climate 
crisis and 

reap the many 
benefits.


