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Well, another red alert for planet earth, 
actually. That makes six so far.
Of course I refer to the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)’s Sixth Assessment 
Report, the latest set of IPCC reports that assess the 
scientific knowledge on climate change including our 
past, present and future climate, its impact and future 
risks, with options for adaptation and mitigation.
  The IPCC does not carry out its own research. 
Instead, hundreds of scientists from around the world 
volunteer their time to assess evidence from scientific, 
technical and socio-economic publications.  It is 
intended to inform policy makers on what scientists 
know about climate change.
 Governments and experts review successive 
drafts of the reports and eventually sign off on them 
before release. The process is rigorous, robust and 
transparent. This is the most ambitious one yet.

 
 
 

As in previous reports, the IPCC makes it clear that 
the debate about the causes of climate change (now 
more frequently called the climate crisis, for good 
reason) are long over: the rampant and increasing 
burning of carbon-based fuels has released immense 
amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, 
enough to actually cause the climate to change more 
dramatically than any time in many thousands of 
years.
 These warnings are not based on opinion or 
belief; it’s observable scientific fact. A tiny bit of 

RED ALERT for PLANET EARTH

In the face of dire warnings, there is still 
lots of room for optimism and action. In 
fact, there has never been more...
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This graph shows how the carbon dioxide emission reductions 
needed to stabilize the climate have increased over time, and 
the deadlines have gotten tighter. The longer we wait, the more 
difficult this becomes. Why are we waiting?



“I say the debate is over. We know the science. We see the threat. 
The time for action is now.” 

Arnold Schwarzenegger

carbon dioxide in our atmosphere keeps planet earth 
from becoming a frozen ball of ice. But too much 
and we become a sweltering water-world with no 
ice caps and a lot of intense storms, droughts, fires 
and failed crops. Without significant change, many 
see the imminent end of civilization as we know it, 
not in some far and distant future, but kicking in 
right now, and then just getting worse every year.
Yikes.

WILLFUL IGNORANCE
In their 2007 Nobel 
Prize-winning report, 
the IPCC declared that 
the world would have to 
decarbonize rapidly and 
completely by 2050 (sound 
familiar?) and that the rate 
of decarbonization would 
depend on when we start 
that decline. So we missed 
the 2011 deadline that 
would have required a 4% 
or so annual decrease. 
 That would have 
been a great time to get 
cracking, as then we 
could have kept burning 
quite a bit of carbon fuel, 
enough to be absorbed by 
the biosphere indefinitely. 
Now, having waited too 
long, we must get to zero. 
And soon.
 Same for the 
2015 deadline, needing 
a 5% annual decline. Now we are busily blowing 
the 2020 deadline that would have needed a 10% 
decrease each year. (see the graph above)
 But emissions continue to increase. And 
so do global temperatures. Willful ignorance? 
Probably.

ANSWERS EVERYWHERE
If you think there is no way we could actually 
change the climate so dramatically, have a look at 

the Earth from space. You might be able to see a 
thin blue hazy line along the globe’s horizon. 
That’s our atmosphere, often compared to the 
thickness of the skin of an apple. You bet we can 
change that. Just quickly dump 35 billion tonnes of 
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere and see what 
happens.
 But plants and other animals haven’t had to 
burn stuff to thrive for hundreds of millions of years 
on our little planet. How do they do it?
 It’s easy. It’s solar. To quote entrepreneurial 

genius Elon Musk: “That 
free fusion reactor in the 
sky conveniently converts 
about 4 million tons of 
mass into energy every 
second. We just need to 
catch an extremely tiny 
amount of it to power all of 
civilization.”
 And we know exactly 
how to catch it. It’s called 
wind and solar energy, both 
perfected technologies that 
are spreading around the 
world at lightening speed, 
not just because they make 
climate sense, but because 
they make economic sense 
too. 
 (We include wind 
with solar because wind 
is caused by the uneven 
heating of the air and land 
by the sun, causing the 
atmosphere to flow from 

place to place). 
 And while we are at it, might as well throw 
in some geothermal, since that source of unlimited, 
renewable energy is also handy, right beneath our 
feet, and by golly, we’re good at drilling down 
there!
 I say spreading at lightening speed, but even 
that is not nearly fast enough. The IPCC is talking 
Red Alert here, you Star Trek fans, and that means 
battle stations. All hands on deck. Warp speed!

“That free fusion 
reactor in the sky 

conveniently converts 
about 4 million tons 
of mass into energy 
every second. We 

just need to catch an 
extremely tiny amount 

of it to power all of 
civilization.”


