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Yep. It’s official. It’s legal. It’s constitutional. It’s 
about time.
 The Canadian Federal government can 

now bring in a carbon pricing system for the whole 
country, and that is exactly what they are going to do.
Everybody wants clean air to breath, clean water to 
drink, a healthy environment, a healthy life. Everybody 
wants to protect wildlife and reduce habitat destruction. 
Nobody wants an unstable climate, with more droughts, 
fires and floods, more environmental refugees crowding 
our borders, more bad health. 
 Yet every year, pollution levels around the world 
continue to increase, species continue to go extinct, and 
the climate is becoming more and more unstable. Year 

after year, decade after decade. Why?

POLLUTION IS FREE

Polluting is profitable, that’s why. As long as it is free to 
pollute, none of these things that we all need and want 
will ever come to pass. As long as it costs nothing to 
just dump our waste into the air and water and on to the 
land, and as long as it keeps improving our bottom line 
to do so. then we’ll just keep dumping.
 That’s what the new federal “carbon tax” is all 
about: putting a price on pollution to discourage the 
crazy emissions we see now. (Call it a tax if you want, 
but a “clean energy incentive” is more accurate). By 

Carbon Pricing: finally!

Putting a price on carbon will help everybody: the wind and solar industry, the 
oil and gas industry, you, me and every living thing on this little garden planet. 
Above: workers put the finishing touches on a three million watt wind turbine at 
Bear Mountain Wind Park near Dawson Creek, BC. 



collecting money from polluters and then giving it 
back to help them and others to help them reduce 
their pollution, we can improve things, finally.
 Heck, the way things are run now, the carbon 
footprint of a cheeseburger is immense. The system 
as it stands is absurd. Carbon emissions into our 
thin-skinned little atmosphere are astronomical. 
Something has to change, and putting a price on 
carbon is one big and effective way to reduce those 
emissions.
 Will it work? Of course it will! It’s economics 
101. Make the old carbon-
intensive way of doing things 
more and more expensive 
while bringing in cheaper and 
cheaper clean alternatives.  
Then give people and business 
“carbon money” to help them 
make the change, and of 
course carbon pollution will 
go down, the air and water will 
become cleaner, and efficiency 
and clean tech will just keep 
making more and more sense.

JUST A BIG 
TAX GRAB?

Is the new federal price on 
carbon just a big tax grab to 
fill government coffers with 
our hard-earned cash? No. One hundred percent 
of the money is to be returned as cash rebates and 
incentives to households, businesses and public 
facilities like schools. 
 Industry will have a separate carbon 
pricing program that keeps them competitive in 
the global market place, (fuel for agriculture will 
have exemptions) but even the oil and gas industry 
will benefit from carbon grants like the recent $7.4 
million from the BC provincial government to 
reduce carbon emissions from operations in the BC 
Peace Region. This money comes from the CleanBC 

Industry Fund, funded by our very own provincial 
carbon tax.

DO I HAVE A CHOICE?

Sure. Take your carbon rebate and buy more junk 
food and diesel if you want. You have complete 
freedom to ignore the incentives and carry on just 
like you always have. But over time, some high-
carbon fuels and products will begin to cost you 
more and more as the cost of carbon pollution rises 

over time. 
  Sorry, but that’s what 
happens when we put a price 
on pollution – polluters pay 
more, non-polluters pay less.

WHY BOTHER?

Canada is just one small 
country in a vast global 
economy, so why bother? Well, 
actually Canada is among the 
top ten worst polluters per 
capita on the planet. It’s silly 
and expensive.
  Not to mention that 
we’d be missing out on 
the biggest wealth and job 
creation opportunity in human 
history! It’s a fact: while the 

demand for fossil fuels is decreasing around the 
world, the demand for clean energies like solar and 
wind are increasing exponentially. 
 The clean energy economy is expected to 
reach a global value of $26 trillion by 2030 and 
will create new clean energy jobs for many, many 
millions of hard-working folks like you and me, and 
a cleaner, healthier environment for us, our children, 
and their children.
 That’s why we should put a price on 
pollution. It will help, big time.

Will it work? 
Of course 

it will! 
It’s 

economics 
101.


