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A successful ZOOM AGM must be a coordinated team effort. Left to right: 
Kieran Dueck  (technical IT coordinator),Tammy Lawrence (member log-in 
verification and support), Joanne Dueck (member ZOOM chat question and 
answer), Al Mottishaw, (meeting chair), and Greg Dueck (ZOOM host). 
Not shown is the guy behind the camera, Don Pettit, Executive Director and 
Wendie Demyen taking the minutes of the meeting.

There is nothing easy about hosting a 
virtual ZOOM Annual General Meeting 
for a cooperative with over 560 members 
scattered across Canada, plus the election 
of new board directors.
     Not easy but possible. Lots of work, 
several dress rehearsals, and quite a bit of 
anxiety!
     Forty-six members from BC, Alberta 
and Ontario pre-registered to attend, and 
voting was offered by ZOOM polling, 
text and voice via telephone.
     Six names were offered to fill two 
vacant board of directors positions.  
Elected were Mike McPhail, Dawson 
Creek BC , and Wanda Laurin, Peace 
River, Alberta.
     “Peace Energy Co-op has members all 
across Canada, so one of the advantages 
of a virtual meeting was the ability of 
members to attend where ever they may 
live, without having to travel,” explains 
past president Al Mottishaw. “This helped 
to increase attendance and reduce the 
carbon footprint of the meeting.”

Virtual	AGM:	
brought members together from afar

In this issue:
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ACEP UPDATE:
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PEACE RIVER 
Airport Community Energy Project 

•  ACEP = Approx. 7000 solar panels (2x this photo) 
•  Ground mount fixed tilt racking 

•  Utility grid-tied for wholesale solar energy production  

The planned 2 megawatt (MW) solar farm would have about 
7000 fixed-tilt ground mounted solar panels (about twice as many 

as shown here) feeding power into the wholesale energy grid in 
Alberta, making profit for the Co-op and our member investors.

ACEP	solar	farm	update:	moving ahead in 2021
PRIVATE LAND LEASE SIGNED
After several months of negotiations, we are pleased to 
announce that Peace Energy Co-op has signed a 25-year lease 
(with option to extend) on property ideally situated for a solar 
farm. 
 The property is about 2.5 km south west of the Town 
of Peace River, Alberta and is owned by Glen Rovang. It is in 
many ways an ideal location: close to a high-capacity grid; good 
nearby road access; not in crop (it is pasture land); full south 
exposure with no shading issues and with room to expand the 
solar farm in the future.
 “It’s nice to be part of something like this,” says Mr. 
Rovang. “We need new industries to replace the ones we have 
lost, and this will provide local jobs, local training and income.”
 Glen was raised on the family farm adjacent to the 
ACEP property. “The notion of cooperatives has been around 
a long time in Western Canada. They are an effective way of 
getting difficult projects off the ground, and a chance for people 
to be part of something larger than themselves and help create 
something beyond anything they could do on their own.”

NEXT STEPS: there are many
Now that the land has been secured, the studies that are required 
by Alberta Environment and Parks and the Alberta Utilities 
Commission can begin and will be one of our major focuses 
through 2021. These studies include: grid interconnection; 
glint/glare; noise studies; flora and fauna environmental 
studies; geotech; among others. 
 The information from these studies, as well as final 
engineering and business plans, will provide the information 
we need for our Final Investment Decision. If the FID is 
positive, then we will proceed to a member investment offering 
late this year or early next year, with a goal of building and 
commissioning the 2 MW solar farm in 2022.

ACEP BACKGROUND
Wholly owning a Peace Energy Co-op solar farm, funded by 
our members and providing long-term income to the Co-op 
and our member/investors has been a dream and goal of your 
Co-op board for several years. 
 The project started early in 2019 by applying for grant 
money under the Alberta Innovates “Municipal Community 
Generation Challenge” program with the Town of Peace River 
as lead municipality. The 2 megawatt solar farm was to be built 
on municipal land at the Peace River Airport.
 “We were disappointed to hear that our grant 
application was not successful,” says Executive Director 
Don Pettit. “However, thanks to going through this grant 
application process, we now have most of the details worked 
out to create the solar farm on our own, and since we are no 
longer committed to building at the Peace River airport, we 
have successfully procured a long-term lease on private land.”
 Re-working the numbers based on 100% financing 
from our 575+members (or better yet, our 1000 members! – 
see the next page), the return on investment looks promising, 
providing a healthy return to our member/investors plus long-
term income to the Cooperative to help develop more solar 
projects in other communities. More information regarding 
expected return on investments will of course have to wait until 
all studies are completed late this year.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
If you are interested in investing in Peace Energy Co-op and 
helping to build renewable energy projects, this is a good time 
to become a member. (Should ACEP go ahead, only members 
will be given the opportunity to invest.) Visit our website at 
peaceenergy.ca “Become a Member”  or call 250-782-3882.

PEACE RIVER 
Airport Community Energy Project 
Sustainable energy + sustainable agriculture 
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MEMBERSHIP GOALS:

Peace Energy Cooperative has started on 
our biggest membership drive yet!
 With a possible share offering  
planned for the end of 2021 or early 
2022 to raise the capital to build our first 
solar farm, the Alberta Community Energy 
Project (ACEP) near Peace River, Alberta, 
we need members, and lots of them!
     As a renewable energy investment 
cooperative, the more members we have, 
the more capital we can raise from our 
member/investors for new clean energy 
projects, and the lower the financial risk for 
each member. 
 Our cooperative investment model 
has worked for decades across Europe, and 
we’re proving it works in Canada too.

 We have been pleased to 
welcome more than 80 new Peace Energy 
Co-op members since November of last 
year, bringing our total to 581! That’s a 
great start, but we have a long way to go.
 New members will have equal 
opportunity with our existing members to 
participate in Directors’ elections, invest 
in the renewable energy projects we have 
under development now and in the future, 
as well as the many other benefits that 
membership brings.
     Let’s keep growing! Let’s reach 1000 
members by the end of 2021! Visit our 
website at peaceenergy.ca “Become a 
Member”  or call 250-782-3882.

Our	new	membership	goal:	
1000 members by December 2021! 
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RECENT Grid-tied SOLAR  INSTALLATIONS by Peace Energy Cooperative:
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This proud solar pioneer poses with her new 9.6 kW solar 
array on her home at St. Isidore, Alberta, near the Town of 
Peace River. This array not only supplies 100% of her home 
energy needs (Net Zero) it is also sized to power her soon-to-be 
purchased electric vehicle.

This 11.2 kW solar array is on a shop roof near Moberly Lake, 
supplying about 65% of this household’s needs.

Ernie Freeman’s 11.2 kW solar array in Fort St. John powers 
his whole house (Net Zero) plus charges his Nissan Leaf electric 
vehicle.

Joan Blench, Peace River, Alberta, now has a  6.4 kW grid-tied 
solar array on her garage roof, which should provide 70% of 
her power needs.

A 10.8 kW array near Chetwynd, BC supplies about 75% of 
this home’s electricity.

Left: This 13.3 kW ground mount north of Hudson’s Hope, 
BC, supplies 100% of the household’s electricity (Net Zero).
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ACEP EXPONENTIAL:

To adequately address the climate crisis, hundreds 
of one-half to four megawatt community-owned 
solar farms (about the size of the one shown here 
under construction) need to be financed and built in 

Alberta over the next 10 years. Using ACEP as our 
model, Peace Energy Co-op will play a lead role in 
making this happen.

ACEP	Exponential:	how BIG can we think?
The Alberta Community Energy Project (ACEP) near 
Peace River could just be the first of many! The fact is, to 
really address the climate emergency, our energy systems 
will have to be radically changed on a level never before 
seen.
 Thus our really big vision and goal: ACEP 
EXPONENTIAL! Let’s set the crazy, far-out and wild goal 
of being a lead player in installing one gigawatt (one billion 
watts) of community owned solar in just 10 years! 
 We say “exponential”  because to achieve this goal 
our ACEP model of cooperatively-owned community solar 
will have to be spread across the province at exponential 
rates of growth.
 What would be needed to achieve this goal? Here’s 
some (pretty outrageous!) numbers to consider:

•	 about 250, 4-megawatt solar farms would be needed;
•	 total cost about $1 billion to $1.5 billion;
•	 50 investment cooperatives, (spearheaded by Peace 

Energy Co-op and based on our member-driven 
investment co-op model), spread across the province 
with 3000 members each could raise this much money 
over ten years;

•	 by then, PEC would have more than 5000 members 
and be whole or part owner in dozens of these 
community-owned solar projects.

HOW WOULD IT WORK?

Our first ACEP near Peace River will create a model for 
community energy development and ownership that can 
be quickly replicated in other communities.
 Our first ACEP will train not only a local solar 
installation crew to be left behind to maintain and operate 
this project, (plus install smaller solar installations in that 
market area through the local co-op office), but will also 
train enough personnel to move on to the next project. 
Each project will learn from the previous projects, sharing 
resources and expertise. The goal is to create a self-
replicating system that has the potential to grow organically 
and exponentially across the province and beyond.
 Sure, this is outrageous, but it really does reflect the 
scale of change needed to truly and effectively deal with the 
climate crisis. Let’s think big and move ahead quickly. We 
have nothing to loose and everything to gain!
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Member
Survey	results:
new directions
Just before the AGM last September we made a 
point of sending out a member survey to get an 
up-to-date reading on member satisfaction and 
identify key membership issues that need our 
attention.
      We were pleased with the response: 90 
members took the time to provide us with 
critical input as we move into an exciting 2021.

WHAT OUR MEMBERS SAID:

At right are responses to four of the key survey 
questions. Overall, the response was very 
positive: a large majority of our members are 
glad to be a part of the shift to clean energy, 
and strongly support our efforts. The survey 
also told us that there is a clear need for a space 
for members to share their input and feel that 
their voices are heard. We will provide this with:

•	 more frequent newsletters;
•	 more frequent social media posts;
•	 webinars specifically for members to discuss 

the Co-op’s future directions and updates 
on investment projects like ACEP;

•	 updating our membership list so that all 
members receive this information and are 
aware of opportunities for input;

•	 making sure that all members realize that 
PEC staff and board of directors are open 
to member suggestions and concerns, that 
they will take all input seriously and will 
respond to each and every one.

To see the full survey and results visit our 
website at www.peaceenergy.ca and look under 
“Become a Member: PEC Member Survey 
2020.”
To provide ideas and suggestions to the PEC 
board of directors and staff, email Tammy:
admin@peaceenergy.ca. Tammy will direct 
your comment to the appropriate PEC staff 
member or director who will provide an 
immediate response. Thank you!

● This chart demonstrates the long term loyalty of the membership base and acknowledges the new 
growth and energy that has come in the last 5 years. 

How long have you been a member?  - 90 responses

● Based on previous input, we inferred there are two major reasons for joining PEC. The results of this question 
confirms that most people join PEC to support our continued vision. We are committed to ensuring that our 
members feel involved with the cooperative by increasing opportunities for our members to be engaged and feel 
connected with our goals and directions.

● To address the second most important reason, we must continue to develop new investment opportunities with 
good returns that can be shared among all members.

What are/were your biggest reasons for joining PEC? 
90 responses

● As we already know, most members reside in BC (60.7%) followed by 31.5% in Alberta. This highlights 
that the membership base is spread throughout Canada and provides an opportunity to understand 
members in various regions, possibilities for expansion, and engagement etc. 

Which province are you from?  -  90 responses

● Most of the responses from this question identified that more 
information is needed in order to make an informed decision 
on whether one will invest or not. 

● More information will be forthcoming as the project is 
developed. The business plan is in development, location is 
being finalized, engineering studies are currently being 
conducted. These details will be released as they become 
available over the upcoming year with a quarterly newsletter. 

● Following the AGM, we are confident that more members 
would respond ‘yes’ to investing in ACEP with additional 
information provided and confidence in the project’s ability to 
offer a good ROI.

Interest and concerns in investing in the Alberta 
Community Energy Project (ACEP) 

We would like to improve these 
numbers as we work to address the 
‘why’ behind those not interested 
and how we can support them. 


