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Lessons we have learned:

good things can come from hard times

An effective and ambitious climate plan (a“Green New Deal”) will require
massive green infrastructure spending, creating unlimited job and training
opportunities. Here we see a handful of the countless jobs needed to install some
of that green infrastructure: solar arrays and wind turbines.

A

s the global pandemic fades into history over
the coming year, we will need to remember the
important lessons it has taught us.
It has taught us that the whole world can come
together to address a common emergency. Flag waving
nationalism and the “us against them” mentality is now
clearly seen for what it is: a stupid relic of the past.
It’s taught us what a real emergency looks like:
the status quo is suspended; resources and personnel
are deployed; manufacturing capacity is requisitioned
to produce products that are suddenly in short supply;

we honour the front line workers who are risking their
lives to keep us safe; the media and the arts rise to the
occasion to keep us informed and encouraged; defenders
of democracy urge vigilance around the granting of
extra governmental powers; we see that people on the
whole will accept appropriate sacrifice and hardship to
support a common cause, helping themselves by helping
others; pre-existing social and economic inequalities
are highlighted and must be urgently looked after, or
we all become more vulnerable.
It has taught that in times of true emergency,

we are all socialists. Governments at every level have
dispensed with the fetish of “balanced budgets” and
their worry about deficits. They are spending what is
required, and this spending will lead to more prosperity,
not less.

THE MYTH OF SCARCITY

An effective and ambitious climate plan (a “Green
New Deal”) will require massive green infrastructure
spending, creating unlimited job and training
opportunities, spurring innovation and creativity,
building global prosperity based on a new foundation
of cooperation, ecological health, and equality. We have
learned that local self-sufficiency for food and energy
creates a resiliency that global trade cannot supply.

This loosening of spending has taught us that we could
have solved homelessness, poverty and the climate
crisis all along. Instead we have been held back for
decades by the myth of scarcity, a myth that keeps the 		
poor poor and the rich rich, always funneling money
to the top instead of to the bottom
where it is really needed.
Canada’s deficit after
World War II was at least twice
what our expected deficit will be
after Covid-19. War spending not
only got us out the depression but
set the stage for history’s most
spectacular advances in the arts,
science, technology, human rights,
human health and ecological
understanding and awareness.

WE KNOW
WE CAN DO IT

THE BATTLE
FOR BUSINESS
			
AS USUAL

But changes for the better are not
a given, of course. The battle to
act on the lessons we have learned
versus a return to business as
usual has begun. Some industries
and governments are pushing for
massive bailouts that will seek
to restore things to “normal” as
they were before. We may not
embrace this historic moment of
opportunity, but instead return
to our old destructive ways. The
pressure to do so will be very
powerful.
But the pandemic has also
taught us that emergencies bring
out the best in the vast majority of
people and that we can learn from
our mistakes. We have taken new
interest in our neighbours, our
families, those we love and care
for, and strangers too. We have
stayed calm. We have cooperated
and helped each other. We have
learned that, contrary to popular opinion, most people
are fundamentally good, honest, helpful, giving and
smart.
Like all previous pandemics, this one will
reveal our weaknesses but also open up undreamed of
opportunities for a new era of change, innovation and
prosperity. Let us all remember the lessons we have
learned. Let’s make our sacrifices worthwhile.

The battle
to act on the
lessons we
have learned
versus a return
to business
as usual has
begun.

Let’s remember what we did to
address the global emergency
of the Second World War. It was
truly spectacular. We completely
re-tooled Canada’s industrial
sector in a matter of a year.
Between 1939 and 1945 Canada
produced
800,000
military
transport vehicles and tanks, over
40,000 naval and aircraft guns, over 1.7 million small
arms, 348 merchant cargo ships, 393 naval war ships,
and 16,000 military aircraft. We will need an equivalent
re-tooling effort to address climate change. We did it
before. We can do it again.
The pandemic has caused great suffering and
hardship, massive job loss and economic down turn
around the world. Addressing the climate emergency,
our next big challenge, will have the opposite effect.

The Solar Impulse flew around the world with only sunlight for fuel, just
to prove it could be done. Today, we can do anything we put our minds to.

