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The pandemic has proven 
that when absolutely 
necessary every nation 

on the planet can put aside their 
differences and work together 
to save their collective butts. As 
we have seen, different political 
ideologies have done better than 
others, but the pandemic has proven 
that everyone benefits when we all 
work together.
 The trouble with climate 
change is that it’s happening slowly 
over a period of decades. It lacks 
the urgency of a sudden global 
pandemic, so we adapt. Like a frog 
in a pan of water that is slowly 
brought to a boil, we won’t know 
what’s hit us until it’s too late.
 But we’re smarter than 
frogs. We can monitor the water 
temperature and extrapolate the 
trends to see the coming crisis. 
We can take action to bring the 
temperature down while we still 
have the chance.

START AT HOME

Like a pandemic, solving climate change will 
take massive and unprecedented cooperation and 
coordination among governments and corporate 
interests around the world. But there’s a lot we can do 
right at home, too.

 Focusing on just a few key items, we can quickly 
reduce our personal carbon footprint while in the long 
run saving money, improving our personal comfort, our 
health and our security too.
 The easiest emissions we can eliminate are the 
ones we have direct control over as a consumer. In my 
last article I outlined three of the biggest ways we can 
help right now: phase out your gas guzzler and electrify 
your transportation; electrify your space heat and hot 
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grid-tied solar array also helps reduce (almost eliminate!) his home electrical 
bills, and will do so for at least the next 30 years.
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water with heat pumps; put solar on your roof or buy into 
community renewables if you can’t. In other words, go 
electric wherever you can, and make sure the electricity 
comes from clean, renewable sources. Just these three 
can quickly cut your personal carbon footprint in half.

SEAL and INSULATE

Most folks waste a lot of money 
and personal comfort trying 
to heat a poorly insulated and 
poorly sealed building. As far as 
return on financial investment 
goes, weather stripping, efficient 
windows, and insulation are 
about the best there is (even 
better than Tesla stocks!).
 Start with the least 
expensive, easiest and biggest 
bang for the buck: make sure 
your doors and windows close 
tightly and seal well. Add 
weather-stripping, door sweeps 
etc. to keep heat inside in the 
winter and outside in the summer 
where it belongs.
 Next: windows. A bad 
window is like having a hole in your wall. Low-E, 
argon-filled high-tech windows are amazing, but 
expensive. I have some triple-paned, double low-E 
argon windows in my home, and at 20 below C. the 
inside pane is actually warm to the touch. Wow.
 But again, for the best bang for your buck, 
simple low-tech sealed triple-paned windows are the 
best energy-saving choice, ideally with wooden frames.
 Finally: insulation. Re-siding? Put insulation 
under the new siding. Building new? Double the 
insulation levels required by code. Triple it in the 
ceiling.

 Anything you spend on sealing, windows or 
insulation will be paid off in just a few years from the 
energy saved, while keeping you warmer in the winter, 
cooler in the  summer and with more money in your 
pocket for decades to come.

CONSUME LESS and REPAIR

We have all been taught (brain 
washed!) into believing that the 
more we consume, the more we 
throw away and the more we 
waste the better our economy 
will be. Pretty weird when you 
think about it!
  About 10% of our carbon 
emissions come from stuff 
shipped here from around the 
world. Another 20% comes from 
manufacturing and shipping stuff 
at home. 
  The simplest way to 
reduce this is to make products 
last longer. If you can make your 
computer, your bicycle, or your 
vacuum cleaner last twice as 
long, it will use half the carbon it 

would have otherwise.
 Many manufacturers are making it harder and 
harder (even illegal!) to repair their products. The “right 
to repair” movement is gaining momentum, but it looks 
like there’s a long and complex fight ahead on that one.
 Before you toss and buy, think: do I really need 
this, or do I just want it? Can it be repaired? And when 
you do buy, buy less but buy the best you can afford. 
Too much of our stuff spends only a brief time at home 
before heading to the landfill.
 Let’s stand with the children. 
 Let’s take action now.

Too much of 
our stuff spends 
only a brief time 
at home before 
heading to the 

landfill.


