Watt’s
Happening
Message from the President

Doing our part
at Peace Energy Co-op
During these uncertain times of worldwide health issues, it is
our responsibility to make sure we do our part by adopting
practises (such as safe distancing) that we had never thought
of before, all to insure we can continue business for years to
come. Accordingly we will be delaying our AGM until a later
date.
One of our primary goals this year is to start or
complete solar projects that will give us a continuous steady
income. That is why we embarked on the Peace River Airport
Community Energy Project. Although we were not awarded
a grant under this Alberta program, we now have completed a
plan for a solar farm that we may be able to finance through
our membership for a return on their investment.
The new office in Peace River has attracted a new wave
of memberships to our Co-op, as well as enthusiasm for solar
projects in that area.
Through targeted marketing and promotion we have
continued to maintain interest in and income from solar for
residential, farms & business. As weather permits we will start
installing our projects booked over the last few months. Our
goal is to increase our number of installations this year.
Please stay safe and as healthy as possible under the
current circumstances. We know that if we all work together
2020 will be a great year for Peace Energy Cooperative.
Sincerely,
Al Mottishaw,
President

Peace Energy Renewable Energy Cooperative
admin@peaceenergy.ca 250-782-3882
1204-103rd Ave. Dawson Creek, BC V1G 2G5
9907-101 Ave. Peace River, AB T8S 1S7
www.peaceenergy.ca

NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2020

COVID-19
Of course your Co-op board, employees
and contract workers are taking the threat of
COVID-19 very seriously.
As of March 23, our Dawson Creek and
Peace River offices are both closed until
further notice. However the business of the Coop continues as much as possible with our staff
working mostly from home.
Our regular March board meeting was cancelled.
Future monthly board meetings will be 100%
virtual as long as needed.
Our AGM has been officially moved from
May 2nd to Saturday, September 26. We’ll be
sure to keep you all informed on that one, since
by then we will have a lot to discuss, announce
and decide.
If we all pitch in and do exactly the right things
100% of the time, the threat of COVID-19 will
soon be a memory. Here are some important
reminders:
• Assume that you may be carrying the virus,
even with no symptoms.
• Cancel all travel.
• Stay home, and go out only for food and
necessities. When out, follow the strict
2-metre social distancing rule, no hand
shakes, no exceptions.
• Wash hands thoroughly and often: first thing
after coming home, before preparing food,
before eating, after handling things that
others may have recently handled.
• Reach out. Help your friends and neighbours.

Stay home, stay safe!
Like us on Facebook
and share our newsletter.

Peace Energy Cooperative: NEW OFFICE IN PEACE RIVER, ALBERTA

New Beginnings, new opportunities
Peace Energy Co-op expands into Alberta with a new office in Peace River
Peace Energy Cooperative has found fertile soil in which
to set roots in northern Alberta. Thanks to the hard work
of several Peace River area residents, the region is already
“solar literate”and eager to learn more. Now Peace Energy
Co-op is there to help them use solar energy for their
homes, businesses and farms.
Our new office in downtown Peace River (at
9907-101 Ave. ph 780-625-4020) was officially opened
in early January 2020 and has seen a steady stream of
interested residents dropping in to become members of the
cooperative (some 35 new members in the Peace River as
of this writing!) and to find out more about solar energy for
their own use. Four public meetings, partly sponsored by
the Town of Peace River, have also been well attended.
Local resident Jenn Ford was hired to run the office
and to train as a solar design consultant. In her own words,
Jenn is “a home-grown Peace Region local with roots and
interest in sustainability and renewable energy.”
Jenn, her husband and their two daughters live on
a small hobby farm near the Town of Peace River. “We are
constantly working to make our Seven Odd Acres more
efficient and sustainable,” says Jenn.
She has a Bachelor of Applied Communications
from MacEwan University in Edmonton, with a special
focus on events and marketing, skills much needed as Peace
Energy Co-op expands into this new Alberta market area.
When talking about renewable energy in
northern Alberta, the name Wanda Laurin
is bound to come up. Wanda has been a
member of Peace Energy Co-op since 2009,
and a mover and shaker in the Peace River
Environmental Society that has hosted
Alternative Energy Trade Fairs in 2008, 2009,
2012 and 2014. Wanda and her husband
installed one of the first grid-tied solar
arrays in the area at their Peace River home.
It was largely Wanda’s dedication and enthusiasm that brought
PEC to Peace River, and she continues to help and support us in
countless ways.

At the official office opening ribbon cutting: Left to right: Al Mottishaw (President of Peace Energy Co-op Board
of Directors); John Gunning (resident); Elaine Manzer (Town of Peace River Councillor) ; Jenn Ford (PEC solar sales
consultant and Peace River office manager); Trudy Keillor (resident); Greg Dueck (PEC solar consultant Dawson Creek).
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Peace River area solar farm TAKES SHAPE:

In the works: our very own solar farm!

Above top: the Peace Energy Co-op team in Edmonton as they
prepared to present the verbal portion of the $4.4 million grant
application under the Alberta government’s Municipal Community
Generation Challenge, Alberta Innovates. Left to right are: Greg
Dueck
(PEC solar
consultant); Don Pettit (PEC Executive
PEACE
RIVER
Director);
Wanda
Laurin
(PECEnergy
member);Project
Ron Moch (Director);
Airport Community
Jenn Sustainable
Ford (Peace River
office
manager); Edagriculture
Knaggs (solar engineer,
energy
+ sustainable
HESPV).

PEACE RIVER

Wholly owning a Peace Energy Co-op solar farm, funded
by our members and providing long-term income to the
Co-op and our member/investors has been a dream and
goal of your co-op board for several years. Now it looks
like we are getting close!
The project started early in 2019 by applying
for grant money under the Alberta Innovates “Municipal
Community Generation Challenge” program with
the Town of Peace River as lead municipality. Our
application culminated with a team presentation to the
Alberta Innovates selection committee in downtown
Edmonton at the end of January this year.
“We were disappointed to hear just this month
that our grant application was not successful,” says
executive director Don Pettit. “However, thanks to going
through this grant application process, we now have most
of the details worked out to possibly create the solar farm
on our own. Certainly, there is keen interest in the Peace
River area and among our membership to build this or a
similar project as soon as possible.”
The Alberta “free market” approach to energy
production, distribution and sales opens the door to
community-owned renewable energy generation for
profit, unlike many other provinces.
Even without the grant, the numbers look
promising. If we move forward, PEC should be able to
raise enough capital from its members to build and own
its own small solar farm, maybe the first of many, and
provide a return on our members’ investments. Peace
River would be an excellent place to start.
Stay tuned for more information!

Airport Community Energy Project
Why can’t a solar farm be a real farm too? The Peace Energy
Co-op solar farm may combine sustainable agriculture with
sustainable energy, a trend that is gaining ground worldwide.
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The planned 2 megawatt Peace Energy Co-op grid-tied solar farm would have about 7000 fixed-tilt ground mounted solar
panels (about twice as large as the one shown here) feeding power into the wholesale energy system in Alberta, making profit
for the Co-op and our member investors.
April 2020
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Recent Solar Projects by Peace Energy Cooperative: Emotive BC

ELECTRIC
AVENUE
(11th Street near the TD Bank)

7

TEST DRIVE
an ELECTRIC
VEHICLE!

Throughout the summer of 2019 Peace Energy
Co-op was, for the second year in a row, an
Emotive BC electric vehicle (EV) Ambassador.
We were one of just two organizations in the
province to receive the maximum grant of
$20,000. Thanks to this financial help we had
large displays at both the Fort St. John 47th
Annual Trade Show and the Mile Zero Summer
Cruise auto show in Dawson Creek.
On display and available for test drives
at the Summer Cruise were:
Nissan Leaf, Ernie Freeman, FSJ
Tesla Model 3, Laurie Embree, Mile 108, BC
and from Dawson Creek:
Tesla Model 3, Larry DaRos
Prius Prime, Kieran Dueck
Chevy Volt, Garret Dueck
Tesla Model 3, Paul Popa
Prius Prime, Greg and Joanne Dueck
Our displays at both events attracted a lot of
attention, thousands of people had their first
look at an EV, and at the Cruise some 200 folks
got to ride in or test drive one. The universal
test drive comment? “Wow, that was amazing!
My next car will be electric!”
Top photo: our team of Emotive Ambassadors at
the Mile Zero Summer Cruise.
Middle: Paul Popa (facing camera at left)
answers questions about his Tesla Model 3 EV.
Bottom: Emotive Ambassador Greg Dueck
(white shirt) gets some Cruisers ready for a test
drive in his bright red plug-in hybrid Prius
Prime.

4

Peace Energy Cooperative Newsletter April 2020

4 Lorem Sit

Month 00, 0000

Recent Solar Projects by Peace Energy Cooperative:
A few of our new SOLAR HOMES & BUSINESSES installed in 2019

7.4 kW grid-tied shop, Altona, BC

10.8 kW grid-tied home, Chetwynd, BC

15.4 kW grid-tied home, Dawson Creek, BC

14.3 kW grid-tied home with 3 kW solar
awning featuring bi-facial panels, Dawson
Creek

9.25 kW grid-tied home, Bear Flats, BC

Above: 1.5 kW off-grid, Dawson
Creek, BC
Left: 5.2 kW grid-tied home with 700
watt solar awning, Dawson Creek, BC
April 2020 Peace Energy Cooperative Newsletter
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Sales Report and ED’s Report

Sales Report: still growing!
Interest in solar for grid-tie and offgrid systems for homes, businesses,
First Nations and municipalities
is still strong and growing. Over
the past year we have designed,
supplied and installed a variety
of solar power systems, some of
which are shown on page 5.
Greg Dueck
		
Of course this past year
Solar Consultant
we have been excited to open up a
Peace Energy Cooperative office in
the beautiful Town of Peace River in northern Alberta.
This is a whole new market area that comes with a high
interest in solar, a good solar resource and great untapped
market potential.
I have had the pleasure of working with Jenn Ford
who is now running the Peace River office and I have
spent some time with her to begin her training as a solar
sales consultant for her area. Together we have done about
a half dozen solar assessment site visits around Peace
River, and Jenn has some excellent training and fresh ideas
on how to promote and sell solar.
Through 2019 the Peace Energy team has also
spent some time working on our Alberta Innovates grant
proposal for a solar farm near Peace River (see page
3 for details). Although our grant application was not

successful, preparing for it allowed us to work out many
of the technological and financial details of building a
solar farm in Alberta. Understanding the “free market”
Alberta electrical system has been a challenge, but selling
and installing grid-tied solar there should be no problem
and has good income potential.
Again last year we partnered with Emotive BC
to promote electric vehicles along with our solar PV
presentations. This is a real win-win as folks interested in
solar are also often interested in electric vehicles.
We have continued with our free Save With Solar
info sessions across the BC and now Alberta Peace
Region, and now, with the necessary pandemic isolating,
we are planning to continue them on-line. This should
actually give us an even wider audience as folks will not
have to attend in person. Watch for details as more of
these free information sessions are announced over the
next few months on a wide variety of clean energy topics.
For our BC members please give us a call at 250782-3882, or send an email to sales@peaceenergy.ca if you
would like to book an on-line or telephone appointment to
discuss your solar energy needs. For our Alberta members
please contact Jenn at 780-625-4020, or send an email to
Jenn.Ford@peaceenergy.ca.

Prosperity through solar!

From your Executive Director
Through 2019 I have had the pleasure and honour of
addressing a wide range of student groups, teachers and
the general public about our cooperative and the “power
shift” to renewables around the world.
My blog/column Watt’s Happening, issued every two
weeks, continues to be popular and well-read. This and our
many outreach efforts have resulted in new contacts across
western Canada, a new level of notoriety (after all, we are
the most experienced renewable energy co-op in western
Canada!), and this all helps build business opportunities
and attract new members. It has been very gratifying to see
a steady stream of new memberships coming in, mostly
from the Alberta Peace Region, thanks in large part to the
inspired efforts of Jenn Ford and Wanda Laurin.
The terrible crisis of the Covid-19 pandemic is
teaching us valuable lessons that we must learn if we are
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to succeed in our next big challenge:
dealing with climate disruption. One
of the best things about being a
part of Peace Energy Cooperative is
the chance it gives us to tell people
about the great opportunities that
moving to renewable energies like
solar and wind will give us, not
to mention lower energy bills and
Don Pettit
greater comfort and security! This Executive Director
is the positive, hopeful message that
people most need to hear: we can slow down and halt climate
change and prosper while doing it!
Thank you all for your continued support in these
difficult times. Together, we can, and we are, doing this!

Special Report: potential changes to BC Hydro net metering

BC Hydro
Tweaks Net Metering

have designed our solar power
systems to do just that – up to about
net zero but no more.

One change that BC Hydro is
Last year, BC Hydro announced its intention to apply to suggesting would be a genuine
the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC) for permission to benefit to most grid-tied solar
modify aspects of its net metering program. The proposed owners: the ability to choose the
“start date” when your billing will
scope of the application addressed four matters:
Bill Lindsay
zero out and start again. Right now,
Director
your start date is when you turn on
•
Examine the payout price for excess energy;
your solar system and begin feeding the grid. However,
•
Explore oversized generation solutions;
the ideal time to start, for maximum financial benefit,
•
Consider various payment terms; and
is spring or early summer, so that all that extra energy
•
Review grand fathering provisions.
produced during the spring, summer and fall can often
PEC registered as an intervener and based on our (dependent on energy production and use) be put toward
experience, submitted opinions regarding this application offsetting your winter electricity needs. Setting your own
(see C24-1 to C24-4 - contact us if you would like a link start date can improve the benefit you derive from your
to the BCUC review web page, a copy of our submissions solar power system. Lets hope this change is approved.
or to discuss this further). There has been considerable
interest in this matter and the BCUC must now review Not so good is BC Hydro’s desire to reduce what they
all the material and then decide whether this application pay for “excess” power generated above and beyond your
needs over a given one-year billing cycle. The position of
is approved or denied.
the PEC Board is that the 9.9 cents per kWh now paid
for excess energy produced should not be reduced and
this argument is similarly expressed by the large majority
of the respondents to BC Hydro’s application for an
The main problem that BC Hydro is trying to address amendment to its Net Meter rate structure.
with these changes is this: as of March 2019 BC Hydro
had about 1,300 net metering customers. Of this To be clear, even if this change is approved, it will not
total, roughly 250 (19%) produced a combined surplus affect your ability to displace all of your power with solar:
amount of electricity equal to 3.2 GWh which BC Hydro by displacing power you are in effect being paid for your
was obligated to purchase. This total annual payout was solar power at the same rate that you would normally
about $324,000. Five net metering customers out of have paid BC Hydro for that same power. That’s a pretty
the 250 (or about 0.4% of the total 1,300), produced a good deal, and still allows you to zero out most if not
combined total of 2.4 GWh and they received $244,000 all of your electrical bill. The proposed changes affect
(approximately 75% of the total annual payout). In other only the “excess” power you generate above and beyond
words, a very few net metering customers intentionally your needs, so if approved it would only slightly affect
over-produced power to generate income, and BC the overall financial benefit of going solar, if at all, while
Hydro wants to close this loophole.
changes like setting your start date could actually improve
your financial benefit.
BC Hydro maintains that the net metering program was
never intended to allow people to over-produce power BCUC decisions should be coming out soon. PEC will
above and beyond their actual energy needs with the make every effort to keep you informed, but rest assured
intention of generating income. From the beginning the that the BC Hydro net-metering system, one of the best
program was always intended to allow folks to produce in the world, will remain intact and that going solar in BC
just the energy they actually need, no more. Peace Energy will still make good economic sense.
Co-op has always been aware of this intention, and we

What it means for grid-tied solar:
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OTHER EVENTS: 2019, a busy year.
Ron Pettigrew Christian School, Dawson
Creek, (Principal Mrs. A. Jerome) brought
16 grade 3 to 5 students to Peace Energy
Co-op headquarters June 18 to learn about
solar energy and electric vehicles.

Left: Cooperatives First is a
business development organization
(funded in part by Federated
Cooperatives Ltd.) headquartered
in Saskatchewan that helps build
and support businesses based on the
cooperative model. A Coops First
reporter and photographer came
to our Dawson Creek office last
summer to develop a feature report
on Peace Energy for their web site.
Left: Inside Education
sponsored 22 teachers from
across western Canada
to learn about energy
in the Peace Region.
Peace Energy Co-op took
them for a tour of Bear
Mountain Wind Park,
gave them a quick course
on solar and provided
several electric vehicles they
were thrilled to test drive.
Above: Our Dawson Creek office administrator Wendie
Demyen has stepped down after five years of dedicated service.
Here she is presented with a parting gift – a photo of Bear
Mountain Wind Park. Left to right are: Director Ron Moch,
Solar Consultant Greg Dueck, President Al Mottishaw with
Wendie, Director Joanne Dueck and ED Don Pettit.
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Left: Northern Environmental Action Team (NEAT) based in Fort
St. John organized the school event “Energy Explorers” that brought
together some 15 public school classes from across the Peace Region to
learn about energy. Representatives from various energy sources held a
day of workshops, including nuclear energy, geothermal, oil and gas,
and conservation. Don Pettit presented a Power Point and video about
Peace Energy Co-op, solar and wind energy to an enthusiastic audience.
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