Peace River area solar farm TAKES SHAPE:

In the works: our very own solar farm!

Above top: the Peace Energy Co-op team in Edmonton as they
prepared to present the verbal portion of the $4.4 million grant
application under the Alberta government’s Municipal Community
Generation Challenge, Alberta Innovates. Left to right are: Greg
Dueck
(PEC solar
consultant); Don Pettit (PEC Executive
PEACE
RIVER
Director);
Wanda
Laurin
(PECEnergy
member);Project
Ron Moch (Director);
Airport Community
Jenn Sustainable
Ford (Peace River
office
manager); Edagriculture
Knaggs (solar engineer,
energy
+ sustainable
HESPV).

PEACE RIVER

Wholly owning a Peace Energy Co-op solar farm, funded
by our members and providing long-term income to the
Co-op and our member/investors has been a dream and
goal of your co-op board for several years. Now it looks
like we are getting close!
The project started early in 2019 by applying
for grant money under the Alberta Innovates “Municipal
Community Generation Challenge” program with
the Town of Peace River as lead municipality. Our
application culminated with a team presentation to the
Alberta Innovates selection committee in downtown
Edmonton at the end of January this year.
“We were disappointed to hear just this month
that our grant application was not successful,” says
executive director Don Pettit. “However, thanks to going
through this grant application process, we now have most
of the details worked out to possibly create the solar farm
on our own. Certainly, there is keen interest in the Peace
River area and among our membership to build this or a
similar project as soon as possible.”
The Alberta “free market” approach to energy
production, distribution and sales opens the door to
community-owned renewable energy generation for
profit, unlike many other provinces.
Even without the grant, the numbers look
promising. If we move forward, PEC should be able to
raise enough capital from its members to build and own
its own small solar farm, maybe the first of many, and
provide a return on our members’ investments. Peace
River would be an excellent place to start.
Stay tuned for more information!

Airport Community Energy Project
Why can’t a solar farm be a real farm too? The Peace Energy
Co-op solar farm may combine sustainable agriculture with
sustainable energy, a trend that is gaining ground worldwide.
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The planned 2 megawatt Peace Energy Co-op grid-tied solar farm would have about 7000 fixed-tilt ground mounted solar
panels (about twice as large as the one shown here) feeding power into the wholesale energy system in Alberta, making profit
for the Co-op and our member investors.
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• ACEP = Approx. 7000 solar panels (2x

3

Month
00, 0000 Lorem Sit 3
this photo)

