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I hear it all the time. It goes something like  
this:“Canada makes only 1.6% of the world’s 
carbon pollution. Even if we stopped burning 

all our fossil fuels overnight, the difference would 
be eaten up by big emitters like China and the 
US in a matter of days. Clearly we can’t make a 
significant difference, so why bother?”
 Hmmm. Lets follow this logic through to its 
inevitable conclusion. I’m sitting in church as the 
collection plate is passed around. I have a decision 
to make: does it make any sense to put my hard-
earned ten-dollar bill on the plate? 

 A quick mental calculation tells me that my 
contribution would represent less than 0.001% of 
the church’s annual budget. Clearly, such a tiny 
contribution is pointless. So, confident in my 
1.6% logic I keep my money in my pocket and let 
someone else take care of the church.
 My logic is sound, my conscience is clear, I 
have money in my pocket. But I ask you, my valued 
reader, did I do the right thing?
 This “1.6% philosophy” clearly makes me 
a helpless victim of an environmental crisis that is 
way beyond my control and over which I cannot 

The 1.6% philosophy

Our beautiful planet has given us everything we have, from the air we breath to the 
food we eat and all the people we love. Now it’s our time to give a little in return.



possibly have any significant influence. Nothing I 
can do really matters, so there’s no point in trying.
 Sorry, I don’t buy it, not at all. It seems clear 
to me that what we each do, as individuals from 
day to day, is EXACTLY what matters MOST OF 
ALL! 
 The 1.6% philosophy conveniently forgets 
(and oh yes, how very, very convenient!) that there 
is one big ocean we all swim in, the ocean of life. 
It says that a single drop of 
water in an ocean of trillions 
of drops cannot have any 
significant role to play, but it 
forgets that the ocean is made 
up of nothing but drops, and 
without the drops there is no 
ocean.

MASS EXTINCTION

The United Nations’ first 
truly comprehensive global 
study of the entire planet-wide 
biosphere over time has just 
been released.
 It says that by weight, 
one half of all living matter, 
both plant and animal, has 
disappeared since humans 
arrived on the scene.  Now 
some one million species are 
at risk of extinction. Thirty percent of all birds, 
about three billion, have disappeared over just the 
last 50 years. There are now 24 times (by weight) 
more domestic animals on the planet than there are 
wild animals.
 It says that nature is in a substantial decline 
not seen for at least the last million years. It warns 
of an accelerating global biological disaster, driven 
by habitat loss that will undermine our economies 
and threaten our very survival. Not some time in 

the distant future. It has already begun.

PLANET IN TROUBLE

Think about it: this little rock called Earth, floating 
alone in the vast, infinite vacuum of space, gives us 
everything we need. The air we breathe, the water 
we drink, the food we eat, and our houses, our 
cars, our smart phones and all the people we love. 

Everything.
 The plants and animals who 
we live with on this garden planet 
are here to help us. They are our 
best friends. They clean our air 
and water and give us food. In a 
complex web of interdependence, 
they create a living biosphere to 
which we are perfectly adapted, 
keeping us healthy and providing 
the inspiration for all that we call 
beautiful.
 But the plants and animals 
and all the living things we share 
our lives with are in trouble. They 
are in steep and rapid decline. 
Habitat loss from human activity 
is accelerating and the climate is 
rapidly changing for the worse. 
We humans have a very, very 
large presence here now and a 
very important responsibility.

 So our friends, the plants and animals, have 
given us everything we have. Why would it seem 
strange and “tree-huggy” to want to help them in 
return, in this hour of their great need? Isn’t it the 
very least we can do, and isn’t it in our own very 
best interest to do so?
 Never, perhaps in the history of humanity, 
have our individual actions, just drops in the ocean 
of life, been more important than they are right 
now.

It seems clear 
to me that what 
we each do, as 

individuals from 
day to day, is 
exactly what 

matters 
most of all. 


